DESIGNING
the REDESIGN
Approaching the Reinvention of Chronogram Magazine
by David Clark Perry and Brian K. Mahoney

In the 24 years since, Chronogram has
evolved from a flimsy zine launched by a
couple of 20-somethings into Luminary
Media, a multimedia company with four inhouse titles and custom publishing, event,
and marketing agency divisions. Our work
now includes social media management,
marketing communications, and business
consulting — specialties we never could have
foreseen ourselves offering a decade ago. But
what’s fueled this growth is the brand equity
of Chronogram. The publication’s authentic
voice and role as trusted curator of the
Hudson Valley lifestyle extends like a halo over
all of our projects with readers and clients.

As we started considering
redesigning our flagship
publication, we were faced
with a daunting question:
How do we freshen the design of
Chronogram — creating a more readable,
relevant, and useful reader experience in
print — without losing our idiosyncratic
voice and unorthodox design, the key
attributes that have defined us?
Above: A street performer at the Chronogram Block Party.
Left: The Rosendale Improvement Society Brass Band
leading the parade at the Chronogram Block Party.
Opposite: Chronogram has featured the work of hundreds
of local artists on its covers.
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Chronogram was launched in
1993 with a simple premise:
Provide readers with a guide to
cultural events in New York’s
Hudson Valley.

Designing the Redesign
“Chronogram somehow hit
the right note of aesthetic,
cultural sophistication and
practical usefulness.”
—Stephen Larsen,
Joseph Campbell biographer

“Chronogram has
helped us to forge a
regional identity.”
—Natalie Merchant,
local resident and musician

“An extraordinary mix of
what is new and upcoming
in music, art, poetry, politics,
and the environment.”
—Stuart Bigley, Unison Arts Center
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The Chronogram Block Party is an
annual event celebrating the art
and culture of the Hudson Valley
and the magazine’s community of
readers. The day features musical
and spoken word performances, art
installations, food trucks, DIY art
tent, and street performers. Held in
front of Luminary Media’s offices
in Kingston, New York, more than
5,000 people attend each year.
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Designing the Redesign
Chronogram has evolved through many small iterations. The first
issue, in October/November 1993, was a Mad Libs-style flip book
on newsprint. It was 72 pages, plus covers, and a compact 8 inches
by 5 inches. (A size, one reader noted, that fits equally well in your
back pocket or on the back of your toilet.) A year later, it morphed
into a medium-sized book with a glossy cover, and then in 1999, into
an oversized 10-inch by 13-inch full-color glossy. Since converting
to this small tabloid format, we’ve made dozens of adjustments,
changing a department layout here, a headline style there —
constantly reevaluating and tinkering with the details.

Left to right: The first issue of Chronogram, from October/November '93,
was printed in a flip-book format and contained mostly event listings.
The second iteration of the magazine was still small enough to fit in the
back pocket of readers — or on the back of their toilets! In 1999, our new
oversized format allowed room for dynamic layouts and photo spreads.

So why mess with a good thing?
We love what Chronogram has become: a storyteller about a
particularly robust and evolving region full of artists, entrepreneurs,
thinkers, and doers. And our reader surveys consistently indicate
that the magazine’s design and editorial are well-aligned with our
readers and a kind of calling card for the region. A typical reader
comment we get: “I was hesitant about moving out of Manhattan, but
when I saw a copy of Chronogram, I knew I could live here.”
We might have sat back and just read and reread our fan mail, but we
got the itch to mess with a good thing. For the last year, we’ve been
talking in earnest about a redesign — and not just tinkering. We’ve
been envisioning and incubating a wholesale, start-from-scratch,
throw-the-baby-out-with-the-bathwater redesign. And this is the
single question that has driven us: “How do we tell more stories,
more engagingly?”
In the early stages of our process, all options were open. Would we
create a new logo? Change the column grid? Throw out long-running
departments? Eliminate the calendar listings, the foundation of the
magazine for 24 years? Ideas we would never have considered even a
few years ago now seemed plausible, even exciting. Here are several
of the changes we landed on and implemented that have significantly
impacted our magazine’s look and feel.
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Type

White Space

One of our long-standing desires was to use the classic font,
Helvetica, as the defining font of the magazine. The subject of much
design debate (there’s even a documentary on the typeface that
explores all sides of the issue), Helvetica has always resonated with
us. It was a heavy influence on our previous sans serif font, Swiss
721 BT, so there has always been a taste of it in our pages. But we felt
that going strong and central with it would provide an anchoring
contrast to the more playful fonts we want to incorporate into
features, callouts, and pull quotes.

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. How much is
white space worth? To us, it’s worth a lot as a design element, and
we looked for a variety of ways to make more of it possible. As
underrated as the silence between musical notes, white space is the
canvas upon which the page elements exist. Over the years, some of
our layouts became crammed with type, images, rules, info boxes,
and icons — too noisy. We sought to strip out the nonessentials and
let the pages breathe.

A common piece of feedback we get from our reader surveys is
that our body type is hard to read. We surveyed a wide range
of magazines to see how they handle body type, and after
experimenting with the impact on word count, we transitioned from
Sabon to a heavier-bodied font, Caslon, and decreased the leading.
We also went from a two- to three-column text grid where possible.
With a magazine of Chronogram’s dimensions, a two-column
format is a bit wide, but half-page vertical ads sometimes necessitate
running content in the adjacent space. To avoid the wide standard
text column, we designed sidebars to run in one of these columns
and to be readily identified as editorial whether they appear within
an article or alongside ads. Sidebar type is larger and utilizes lists,
bullet points, and bolder type treatments.
When story length necessitates running text in ad-adjacent spaces,
we use a range of pull quote and callout options that add dynamics
to the column rather than running photos that will compete with
the graphic, visual ads.

We systematically reviewed our word counts for each section and
made judicious cuts. Over the years, we had experienced “word
count creep” with many writers pushing up against an already
crowded space. Resetting the dials on word count was a useful
exercise in seeing what was really necessary for each section. Cutting
100 words from one-page stories, for example, made a big difference
in the perception of spaciousness on the page. The cuts enable more
easily digestible content and the space for callout boxes that point
readers toward our website for more information and multimedia
content. (Keeping writers to the lower word counts will be an
ongoing effort!)
We looked at white space in relation to our images as well. There’s
certainly a power in running full-bleed images, especially in a
10-inch by 13-inch format, but that treatment loses its effectiveness
if it isn’t contrasted with smaller, in-frame images. An image doesn’t
always need to be large to have an impact — just look at postage
stamps or anything you see on your iPhone. It’s simply a matter of
choosing the right image and then using a layout that directs the
reader’s attention effectively.

while you were
sleeping
1

Billionaire Russian entrepreneur Yuri
Milner is funding an initiative to discover
life on other planets. Milner has invested
$100 million into the project called
the Breakthrough Initiatives, and its first phase,
Breakthrough Listen, launched in late July. Using
two of the world’s most powerful telescopes,
Breakthrough Listen is the most comprehensive
and intensive search for extraterrestrials ever
undertaken. The program will survey the
1,000,000 closest stars to Earth with hopes of
finding conditions suitable to life. It is expected
to be 1,000 times more effective than any other
search for life on other planets. Phase two of the
initiative, Breakthrough Message, will focus on
what to transmit into space for possible ETs to
hear. It is a question that Milner will open to the
public to answer, offering a million-dollar award to
the individual(s) who create a digital message
that best represents humanity.
Source: Techcrunch

000,000
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In 1996, a 20-year-old with HIV, living in Europe or North America, would have lived
into his or her 60s. But in the recent years, the outlook has improved: HIV-positive
people are now living just as long as those without HIV. According to The Lancet
HIV, on average, women with HIV live until their mid 70s, while men live until their
early 70s (if they began treatment between 2008 and 2010). The average life expectancy in the US is 79 years. Unfortunately, HIV can lead to the development of other
issues—such as Alzheimer’s or HAND (HIV-associated Neurocognitive Disorder),
and the amount of care needed to effectively treat someone with HIV is extensive.
Source: Quartz Media
Compiled by Diana Waldron

WRONG

The 7th US Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled in July that drug-sniffing
police dogs should no longer be
trusted. Questions about how

40

In early July, the famous and beloved
Zimbabwean lion Cecil was killed.
The culprit behind Cecil’s death is
Minnesota dentist and real-life Francis
Macomber Walter Palmer, who, along with hired
hunting guides, lured the black-maned lion
outside a national park, where it would have
been illegal to kill, and shot him with a bow and
arrow. Cecil is believed to have bled out for 40
hours before Palmer and his guides tracked him
down and shot the lion at point-blank range.
Palmer has claimed that he didn’t know the
lion was a protected local favorite until after the
hunt had ended—a hunt that he paid $50,000
to go on. “The saddest part of all,” says Johny
Rodrigues, head of the Zimbabwe Conservation
Task Force, “is that now that Cecil is dead, the
next lion in the hierarchy, Jericho, will most likely
kill all Cecil’s cubs so that he can insert his own
bloodline into the females.” Walter Palmer and
the professional guides that he hired are facing
poaching charges for the untimely death of Cecil
the Lion.
Source: Guardian (UK)

HOURS

“I was the
Charlie Rose of
Canada.
I experienced
worldwide fame
in a 16-block
stretch of
downtown
Toronto. ”
—Guy Lawson, speaking to Nina Shengold in this
month’s Chronogram BOOKS feature.

MONEY

$HOT

CHEESE
Even though the U.S.
produces the most
cheese in the world, it
falls outside the top 10 in
per-capita consumption
at 34.1 pounds per
year. That’s less than
Austria, Sweden, Cyprus,
Norway…even Israel.

20 CHRONOGRAM 8/17

Four cheesiest countries + the United States

much reliance should be placed on canine sniffing
skills were raised after an appeal by Larry Bentley
Jr. of St. Louis, who is serving 20 years for
cocaine possession. He argued that the search
of his car by Bloomington police during a traffic
stop was illegally triggered by Lex, a 10-yearold Belgian Malinois. Throughout his career, Lex
has signaled 93 percent of the time that drugs
were present; he was wrong in more than 40
percent of cases. The court upheld Bentley’s
conviction in part because other indications at
the traffic stop may have separately justified a
search but expressed concerns that Lex’s overall
performance likely rose just above minimally
acceptable levels according to criteria laid out by
the Supreme Court.
Source: Associated Press

4:20

QUOTE
OF THE
MONTH

USA – 34.1 pounds per year

An analysis published by The Trace showed that road rage resulting in the use of
a firearm has more than doubled from 247 in 2014 to 620 in 2016. According to
At least 1,319 road rage incidents with firearms occurred in the three-year period. Of
that number, at least 354 were wounded, and 136 were killed. Dr. Aaron Pinkhasov,
chairman of the Department of Behavioral Health at Winthrop-University Hospital on
Long Island, stated that road rage is a reflection of the driver’s overall state of stress.
“People need to learn coping strategies as well as stress reduction techniques.”
Source: New York Times

21st Century Fox has spent $45 million in settlements since Roger Ailes was
asked to leave Fox News Channel last summer due to many allegations of inappropriate behavior and sexual harassment toward women in the workplace. Ailes was
said to have received a $40 million parting gift from Rupert Murdoch as he left Fox
News. In September 2016, former “Fox & Friends” co-host Gretchen Carlson, one of
the victims, sued him, and ultimately received a $20 million settlement check from
Fox. She soon dropped her legal action. Sexual harassment settlements are not new
to Fox News—Bill O’Reilly was fired in April after at least five women reported sexual
harassment over the years (which cost Fox nearly $13 million in settlements).
Source: Deadline

40%

Iceland – 53.2 pounds per year

President Donald Trump has signed an executive order allowing national land
monument borders to be re-evaluated and rescinded or reduced to allow more
federal land for drilling and mining. The order, which was signed in April, is the
first time a US president has ever issued a statement calling for national land monument boundary lines to be reassessed. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke is scheduled to
review nearly 30 monuments that have been created over the past 20 years—from
the Grand Staircase protected by Bill Clinton in 1996 to the Bears Ears, a Native
American cultural heritage site protected by Obama in December 2016. (Bears Ears
is also where EOG Resources, a Texas oil company, has been given permission to
drill.) Trump has stated Obama’s use of the 1906 Antiquities Act to create monuments was an “egregious abuse of federal power” which allowed to the government
to “lock up” millions of acres of land and water. The Outdoor Industry Association
has also spoken out against this order, claiming that outdoor recreation generates
over $887 billion in consumer spending and creates 7.6 million jobs.
Source: Reuters

In the last 15 years, cigarette sales have dropped by 37 percent, but tobacco companies’ profits have increased by 32 percent to $93.4 billion in 2016. A pack used
to cost $3.73 and now costs $6.42. Only two major cigarette companies exist in the
United States right now—Altria (Marlboro and Next) and Reynolds American (Newport
and Camel), producing eight out of every ten cigarettes in the US. According to the
Wall Street Journal, in 2016, Americans spent more on cigarettes than on soda and
beer combined. Stocks also reveal the success of tobacco companies—the Wall Street
Journal reported that the S&P 500 Tobacco Index grew 178 percent in the last 10 years.
Source: New York Times

2X

Luxembourg – 53.2 pounds per year

In early May, workers in New Orleans removed a 15-foot-high statue of Confederate President Jefferson Davis, which was originally unveiled in 1911. The statue
was the second of four pre-Civil Rights era monuments removed by the city. In 2015,
the city of New Orleans voted to remove the monuments after nine blacks were shot
and killed outside a church in South Carolina. New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu
stated, “To literally put the Confederacy on a pedestal in some of our most prominent
public places is not only an inaccurate reflection of our past, it is an affront to our
present, and a bad prescription for our future. We should not be afraid to confront
and reconcile our past.” A bronze statue of Confederate General P. G. T. Beauregard
and a statue of General Robert E. Lee are were also removed.
Source: Guardian

The IRS puts white-nationalist groups in the same category as orchestras, planetariums, and zoos. The legal status of white-nationalist groups exempts them from
tax levies and allows their supporters to write off their donations. According to an
analysis by the Associated Press, four white nationalist organizations (IRS-recognized charities)—National Policy Institute, New Century Foundation, Charles Martel
Society, and VDare Foundation—raised $7.8 million in tax-free donations over the
last decade. Head of New Century Foundation Jared Taylor claimed that his group
raises money for the benefit of the “white race,” a mission that taxpayers are indirectly funding with the group’s status as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Legal expert Eric Franklin
Amarante of the University of Nevada at Las Vegas issued a proposal, urging the IRS
to change its rules for tax exemption. However, such a change could affect organizations that sponsor educational lectures, conferences, and public discussions.
Source: Washington Post, Associated Press

Compiled by Jessica Jones and Jake Swain

Beware the armadillos! Health officials
in Florida have warned people to avoid
contact with the creatures, which spit
LEPROSY when afraid, as nine cases of leprosy
were linked to armadillos this year as of July. That
is double the normal number of reported cases.
Leprosy, a bacterial disease that affects the
skin and nerves, can be spread through saliva.
Although most of the population is immune to
the disease, which is treatable, leprosy can be
fatal if left untreated.
Source: BBC

Germany – 53.2 pounds per year

Bacteria and viruses, long dormant and frozen in ice for thousands of years, are
coming back to life due to climate change. In the Arctic Circle, thawing permafrost
revealed a dead reindeer which had been infected with anthrax (and has since
affected many living reindeer). In August 2016 in the Siberian Yamal Peninsula, a
12-year-old boy died from anthrax poisoning, and at least 20 people were hospitalized. A 2011 study composed by Boris Revich and Marina Podolnaya stated, “As a
consequence of permafrost melting, the vectors of deadly infections of the 18th and
19th centuries may come back, especially where the victims of these infections were
buried.” This scenario creates fear that frozen humans and animals of the past—and
their deadly bacteria—could resurface and threaten the lives of modern humans.
Source: BBC

France – 57.9 pounds per year

REUTERS/Jonathan Bachman

The Environmental Protection Agency has dismissed members of a major scientific
review board. The dismissals came after the House passed a bill at the end of March
that would include more coporate representation in the EPA. “This is completely
part of a multifaceted effort to get science out of the way of a deregulation agenda,”
said Ken Kimmell, the president of the Union of Concerned Scientists. Critics consider
this act part of the Trump Administration’s plan to reduce academic research in climate change and to further promote business and industrial developments.
Source: Washington Post

THE GIST OF WHAT YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

Five organizations have been
awarded medical marijuana
licenses by the New York State
Health Department. Each organization plans to
open four dispensaries statewide, including in
New York City, and are required to be doing
business within six months. Outlets are planned
to open up in the Bronx, Queens, Nassau
County, Albany County, and Long Island—just
to name a few. The Compassionate Care Act,
signed by Governor Cuomo in 2014, authorizes
the five marijuana dispensers to do business, who
were chosen out of a pool of 43 companies
after a rigorous review of prospective purveyors.
To some, like health commissioner Dr. Howard
A. Zucker, the Health Departments decision
marks a “major milestone” in the state’s medical
marijuana program. Others, however, believe
the plan is too small to reach the thousands of
potential patients that will have to travel huge
distances for their medicine—an unrealistic
prospect for the disabled or terminally ill.
Source: New York Times
Board members of the Delaware County
Fair refused to ban Confederate flag
sales in August. The flag has become
an increasingly controversial symbol
associated with the white supremacist
movement. The mass shooting at a Methodist
church in Charleston, South Carolina, this June by
Dylann Roof, who had posted a racist manifesto
as well as photos of the Confederate flag on a
website, triggered debate on its modern display.
The flag has since been removed from South
Carolina’s statehouse and many national retailers
such as Wal-Mart have stopped selling anything
associated with the flag; the New York State
Fair banned sale of the flag this summer. Leslie
Kauffman, a 4-H Club leader and co-superintendent
of the rabbit barn at the fair, requested that the
Delaware Valley Agricultural Society, the governing
body of the Delaware County Fair, ban the flag.
“The more of them, the better,” replied Director Norm
Kirkpatrick; other directors cited the flag’s historical
relevance in their refusal to ban its sale, as well as
the fact that it would be impossible to ban the flags,
as vendor contracts for the fair were signed several
months prior to the event.
Source: Watershed Post

REBELS

VS
YANKS

Before and after examples of
our While You Were Sleeping
department. With the redesign, we
sought to eliminate walls of words
and add in white space, additional
entry points, and dynamic type
elements.
Opposite: Before and after
examples of event listings. We
replaced multiple pages of textheavy event listings with select
event spotlights (like the one
pictured here) and prompts to visit
our website for a comprehensive
database of events.

Designing the Redesign
MUSIC

FILM

Banda Magda
7pm. World music, French pop/jazz. The Falcon,
Marlboro. 236-7970.

36th Asbury Short Film Concert
7:30pm. $12/$10 members. Asbury Shorts
combines award-winning films from past
years with new international festival honorees,
creating a rare opportunity for audiences to
see world-class short films on a real cinema
screen. R-rated. Rosendale Theater Collective,
Rosendale. 658-8989.

Bill’s Toupee
8:30pm. Covers. Pamela’s on the Hudson,
Newburgh. 562-4505.
Dylan Doyle Bands
7:30pm. Uncle Willy’s Tavern,
Kingston. 853-8059.
The Joe Nott Band
8pm. Modern rock. BeanRunner Café, Peekskill.
(914) 737-1701.

OUTDOORS & RECREATION
2nd Annual Taking Flight: Birding in
the Catskills
9am. Frost Valley YMCA, Claryville.
CatskillCenter.org.
How to Be a Happy Camper!
(Family Camp Out)
6pm. $18/$12 children. Hudson Highlands
Nature Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center,
Cornwall. 534-7781.

THEATER
Stand-up Playwrights Workshop
Second Friday of every month, 7-9:30pm.
Hudson Valley playwrights are invited to bring
original material to workshop with actors who
are also invited to participate. Tompkins Corners
Cultural Center, Putnam Valley. 528-7280.
DEAD SHOT MARY
7:30-8:45pm. $20, $10 for students. Stephen
Kaliski directs Rachel McPhee in Robert
K. Benson’s one woman show about the
legendary, pistol-packin’ trailblazer Mary
Shanley. Bridge Street Theatre, Catskill.
(518) 943-3818.
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
8pm. The Mac-Haydn Theatre, Chatham.
(518) 392-9292.
Noises Off
8-10pm. $29-$39. Shadowland Stages’
production. Shadowland Theatre,
Ellenville. 647-5511.
Oliver
8pm. Performed by The Rhinebeck Theatre
Society. Rhinebeck Center for Performing Arts,
Rhinebeck. 876-3080.
Still
7:30pm. A child is stillborn. This imaginative play
explores those affected, including the stillborn
son, who wanders through the play seeking his
mother and joyfully and painfully learning about
life as he fades back into the ether. Mescal
Hornbeck Community Center, Woodstock.

WORKSHOPS & CLASSES
Feminine Mystic Conference to Explore
Women’s Religious Authority
Through June 11. Shaker Museum & Library,
Chatham. (518) 794-8620.

SATURDAY 10
ART

FOOD & WINE
Bounty of the Hudson
Side-by-side tastings of the region’s finest
wines, hard ciders & spirits. Enjoy locallyproduced food, cheese & chocolates. Artisanal
products and unique handcrafted gifts. Live
entertainment all weekend. Ulster County
Fairgrounds, New Paltz. Ulstercountyfair.com.

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Sweatin’ to the Oldies Dance-aerobics
10-11:30am. Dust off your unitards and unleash
your legwarmers at our monthly dancercise
party where we dress up to get down. All
bodies and ability levels celebrated. Hudson
Valley LGBTQ Community Center, Inc.,
Kingston. 331-5300.

KIDS & FAMILY
Drag Queen Story Hour
11-midnight. Free. Hudson Area Library in
collaboration with OutHudson is proud to
present the first installment of Drag Queen
Story Hour. Hudson Area Library, Hudson.
518-828-1792.
Secrets in the Garden
11am-3pm. Children and their families are
invited to uncover the garden’s secret magic on
this enchanted walk throughout Locust Grove’s
grounds. Locust Grove, Samuel Morse Historic
Site, Poughkeepsie. 454-4500.

LITERARY & BOOKS
Library Book Sale
9am-3pm. The McNary Center, Kinderhook.
(518) 758-6192.
Poetry Feature & Reading
2-4pm. Karen Corinne Herceg reads from
her poetry collection. The Golden Notebook,
Woodstock. 679-8000.
Sally Cook: How to Speak Soccer
12-3pm. Book release presentation. Darren
Winston Bookstore, Sharon, CT. (860) 364-1890.

MUSIC
Alexis P. Suter Band
7pm. Gospel blues. The Falcon,
Marlboro. 236-7970.
Bobby Kennedy Night
8-11pm. $5. A.I.R. Studio Gallery,
Kingston. 331-2662.
Chris Maxwell
8pm. $15/$13 memberes. With special guests
Ambrosia Parsley and Justin Tracy. Byrdcliffe
Theater, Woodstock. 679-0154.
Distillery Live Series
6-8pm. Enjoy local live music while sipping
specialty cocktails and sampling local fare.
Hudson Valley Distillers at Spirits Grove Farm,
Clermont. Hudsonvalleydistillers.com.

“Undercurrents: The River as Metaphor”
Hudson Valley Artists. Curated by Livia Straus.
June 10-July 30. Newpaltz.edu/museum.

Fanfare for the Uncommon Woman
6pm. $50/$30. Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center,
Great Barrington, MA. (413) 644-9040.

BUSINESS & NETWORKING

Harpsichord Recital by Gavin Black
4-5:15pm. $10-$20. Smithfield Church, Amenia.
(718) 473-4623.

Microsoft Office 2013 Tips, Tricks,
Hacks and FAQs
9am-4pm. $49.95. Join Business Coach and
Computer Applications Instructor Erica Chaney
for an all-day training session on how to
become a Microsoft Office 2013 Power-user.The
Accelerator, New Windsor. 363-6432.

DANCE
Cirque De Ballet
2 & 6:30pm. 6:30-8:30pm. $15. Bardavon Opera
House, Poughkeepsie. 473-2072.
Jacob’s Pillow Pre-Festival Community Day
12-3pm. Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, Becket,
MA. (413) 243-0745.

FAIRS & FESTIVALS
2017 House & Barn Preservation Expo
10am-3pm. Historic Red Hook’s annual free
“info fair” about how to preserve, restore
and re- use your old house, barns, or
outbuildings. Elmendorph Inn, Red Hook.
Historicredhook.org.
Beacon Second Saturday
A city-wide celebration of the arts held on the
second Saturday of every month.
Beaconarts.org. Downtown Beacon, Beacon.
Goodguys Rod & Custom Car Show
Dutchess County Fairgrounds,
Rhinebeck. 876-4001.

Jason “Malletman” Taylor’s Marlboro
Homecoming
7pm. R&B vibraphone. The Falcon
Underground, Marlboro. 236-7970.
The Jeremy Baum Trio
8pm. Paramount Hudson Valley, Peekskill.
(914) 739-0039.
John Mayall
8-10pm. $25/$35/$45. English blues singer,
pianist, harmonica player, guitarist, and
songwriter John Mayall has an impressive
musical career. Paramount Hudson Valley
Theater, Peekskill. (914) 739-0039.
Kimock
9pm. Diverse and improvisational sounds. Club
Helsinki, Hudson. (518) 828-4800.
Klezmer & Jazz Cabaret: Benefit for
Hudson Area Library
6-8pm. $40. Hudson Area Library, Hudson.
(518) 828-1792.
Leo B
9pm. Acoustic. Max’s on Main, Beacon.
Maxsonmain.com.
Mary Gauthier
8pm. $25. Rosendale Cafe,
Rosendale. 658-9048.
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Rock Tavern Chapter of the Hudson Valley
Folk Guild Coffeehouse
7:30pm. $6/$5 Folk Guild members. Featuring
Ditto, followed by open mike. Unitarian
Universalist Congregation at Rock Tavern, New
Windsor. Uucrt.org.
Spring for Sound Music Festival
10-midnight. $25. All-day music, with 50 bands
and performers on 5 stages. Everything from
bluegrass to reggae to power rock, by The Big
Takeover, lespecial, the Nice Ones, Harlem Line,
Take One Car, the Gents, Buddha da Great, and
many more. Millerton. (518) 789-4259.
The Skatalites
9pm. June 10. Bearsville Theater,
Bearsville. 679-4406.
Steve Kimock
Improvisational guitar. Club Helsinki, Hudson.
(518) 828-4800.
Teresa Broadwell Sextet
7pm. 420/$15 members/$10 students.
Jazz. Spencertown Academy Arts Center,
Spencertown. (518) 392-3693.

OPEN HOUSES/PARTIES/BENEFITS
Pop-up Flea Market
Second Saturday of every month, 9am3pm. Antiques, collectibles, art, crafts,
housewares, books, children’s items. UUCC,
Kingston. 706-4318.

OUTDOORS & RECREATION
2nd Annual Taking Flight: Birding in
the Catskills
This is not your typical birding weekend! We
have combined the best of a birding conference
with a birding festival, and have invented an
event that is rich with presenters you will want
to hear, speaking on topics you will want to
learn about. Frost Valley YMCA, Claryville.
CatskillCenter.org.
Creature Feature Weekend:
Incredible Insects
Learn all about insects and their special
attributes during the “Meet the Animal” Program
at 1 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. Meet an insect from the
Museum’s collection! For adults and families
with children ages 3 and up. Hudson Highlands
Nature Museum’s Outdoor Discovery Center,
Cornwall. 534-7781.
Dream Garden Day
10am-2pm. The Dream Garden is a space
dedicated to supporting the growth of ideas,
goals and dreams. Come nurture your own
vision/mission as you help build a collective one.
The Dream Center, Newburgh. (347) 762-3639.
Mt. Laurel Hike
9:30am-12:30pm. $15. Join DEC-licensed
Hiking Guide David Holden for a beautiful
Mountain Laurel hike. Byrdcliffe Theater,
Woodstock. 679-0154.
Think Differently Dash
10am. $10. The ThinkDIFFERENTLY Dash is
a 1 mile run for individuals with physical and
developmental disabilities. Walkway over the
Hudson, Poughkeepsie.

THEATER
Dead Shot Mary
2-3:15 & 7:30-8:45pm. $20, $10 for students.
Stephen Kaliski directs Rachel McPhee in
Robert K. Benson’s one woman show about
the legendary, pistol-packin’ trailblazer Mary
Shanley. Bridge Street Theatre, Catskill.
518-943-3818.
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels
4:00 & 8:00pm. The Mac-Haydn Theatre,
Chatham. (518) 392-9292.
Noises Off
8-10pm. $29-$39. Shadowland Stages’
production. Shadowland Theatre,
Ellenville. 647-5511.
Oliver
8pm. Performed by The Rhinebeck Theatre
Society. Rhinebeck Center for Performing Arts,
Rhinebeck. 876-3080.
Still
7:30pm. A child is stillborn. This imaginative
play explores those affected, including the
stillborn son, who wanders through the play
seeking his mother and joyfully and painfully
learning about life as he fades back into the
ether. Mescal Hornbeck Community Center,
Woodstock. 679-7420.

WORKSHOPS & CLASSES
Dismantling Racism: Building Capacity
for White People to Understand
Racial Injustice
7-8:30pm. The Quaker Intentional Village/
Canaan will host a series of 6 free workshops
using a curriculum to create a space for white
people interested in being effective allies with
people of color in the work of dismantling
racism and undoing white privilege. QIVC, East
Chatham. (518) 392-0289.

Encaustic Mini.
Mini encaustic workshops give participants a
hands-on introduction to the encaustic process.
$65. June 10, 12-4pm. R&F Handmade Paints,
Kingston. 331-3112.

the guide

Genealogy Workshop
11am-noon. Marlboro Free Library,
Marlboro. 236-7272.

EVENT PREVIEWS

Portraiture/aka Caricature: With Graphic
Artist Barbara Slate
10am-noon. $15/$10 members/$25 families
up to 5. Olana State Historic Site, Hudson.
(518) 828-1872.
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SUNDAY 11
CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
2017 Distinguished Achievement Award
Honoring John Novi
5-8pm. Mohonk Mountain House, New Paltz.
(800) 772-6646.

DANCE
Collaboration between MG DanceArts
and David Norsworthy Workshop
and Showcase
2:30-3:30pm. $10. Kaatsbaan International
Dance Center, Tivoli. 757-5106, ext. 10.
Swing Dance to the Bernstein Bard Quartet
6-9pm. $12/$8 FT students. Beginners’ lesson
at 6pm. Music from 6:30pm-9pm. No partner
or experience necessary. Arlington Reformed
Church, Poughkeepsie. 454-2571.

FAIRS & FESTIVALS
Goodguys Rod & Custom Car Show
Dutchess County Fairgrounds,
Rhinebeck. 876-4001.
Strawberry Jammin’ Festival
10am-4pm. $5/kids 12 and under free.
Spend the day enjoying live music by The Big
Takeover, wagon rides through the orchard, kids
strawberry themed crafts, and even strawberrythemed foods at the Fishkill Farms Grill and
Farm Store. Fishkill Farms, Fishkill. 897-4377.

FOOD & WINE
Bounty of the Hudson
Side-by-side tastings of the region’s finest
wines, hard ciders & spirits. Ulster County
Fairgrounds, New Paltz. Ulstercountyfair.com.

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Ohashi’s Healing Scarf Technique
10am-5pm. For Professionals: The worldrenowned creator and teacher of OHASHI
Method® will teach his Healing Scarf Technique
for the Neck and Shoulders in a one-day course
hosted by Elliott Acupuncture. River Pilates,
Hudson. (518) 828-8588.

KIDS & FAMILY
Secrets in the Garden
11am-3pm. Children and their families are
invited to uncover the garden’s secret magic on
this enchanted walk throughout Locust Grove’s
grounds. Locust Grove, Samuel Morse Historic
Site, Poughkeepsie. 454-4500.

LECTURES & TALKS
Engaging Lectures with Everyday Experts
4-6:30pm. The Rosendale Theatre,
Rosendale. 658-8989.

LITERARY & BOOKS

FALL FOR ART Twenty-six Hudson Valley artists will gather at Wiltwyck Golf Club to discuss their
creative processes, drink cocktails, and sell their wares at this 19th annual fundraiser fHealthAlliance
of the Hudson Valley Mental Health Services will select $1,000 worth of art from the show to display in
their Kingston facility. The 19th Annual Fall for Art will take place from 6 to 9pm on Thursday, September
10, at Wiltwyck Golf Club in Kingston. General admission tickets are $45 in advance and $50 at the
door. (845) 338-8131; Fallforart.org.

Library Book Sale
1-3pm. The Friends of the Kinderhook Memorial
Library Annual June Book Sale will offer a wide
selection of fiction, non-fiction, and children’s
books carefully selected and sorted. The
McNary Center, Kinderhook. (518) 758-6192.

MUSIC
88th Season Opening Concert
and Reception
3pm. $75. Peter Serkin, piano; Stefan Jackiw,
Violin; Jay Campbell, cello. Music Mountain,
Falls Village, CT. (860) 824-7126.
Concert: Cultivate 2017
3-5pm. $25/$10 students. The World Premieres
of six brand-new works created by the Fellows
of Copland House’s flagship, annual emerging
composers institute. Copland House at
Merestead, Mt. Kisco. (914) 788-4659.
Diana Krall
7pm. Bardavon Opera House,
Poughkeepsie. 473-2072.
Greg Westhoff’s Westchester Swing Band
5:30pm. 12 Grapes Music and Wine Bar,
Peekskill. (914) 737-6624.
Metropolitan Klezmer
7:30pm. Towne Crier Cafe, Beacon. 855-1300.

FOR AUGUST 2017

A mashup of the cast
of “Twelfth Night” with
David Ryan Smith as Duke
Orsino, performing as
part of the Hudson Valley
Shakespeare Festival.

Phoebe Legere
With Professor David Rothenberg, Greg Holt
and Tootie Thibodaux. Quinn’s, Beacon.
Quinnsbeacon.com.
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Entry Points
For too long, our pages were text-heavy walls of words. With the
redesign, we looked to not only cut words, increase font size, and
expand white space, but also to add more entry points that lead a
reader into a page. In our new format, we make sure that no page is a
sea of type, and we utilize drop caps, pull quotes, and inventive type
treatments to attract readers’ attention and invite them into each page.

Structure
Chronogram’s evolution from a utilitarian guide to a content-driven
read was nontraditional in many ways, including the magazine’s
structure, which never had a standard feature well. We regularly
ran feature-length pieces and special sections, but the bulk of the
content was presented as departments of mostly medium-length
pieces. We wanted to break that up and have space to stretch out,
so in the redesign, we developed our own version of a feature well.
First, a long-form piece with supporting art but weighted towards
text. Second, a medium-length piece profiling a regional personality,
with a lean toward art and more images. Third, a photo essay, on any
subject, with robust captions. This restructuring meant shortening
the length of several of our departments, which was difficult to
do, but it was clear that the greater variety of article lengths makes
moving through an issue more intuitive and enjoyable.

Utility
Following the guiding principle of telling more stories, better, we
did what at one time seemed unthinkable: We took out the calendar
listings. (The name of the magazine actually refers, with a little
creative license, to a calendar; the literal meaning of chronogram is
“time writing.”) For many of our readers, Chronogram is the when and
where for events they care about. However, because of our monthly
publication schedule, the print calendar is not all-inclusive, and
though edited, doesn’t offer much more than the basic facts. In the

HUDSON RIVER CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL Showcasing over 200 brews from more than 85
craft breweries, the third annual Hudson River Craft Beer Festival beckons visitors to the Beacon
waterfront for a celebration of suds. Standard tickets are $45, including four hours of beehe
souvenir sampling glass and live music entertainment. Breweries include Lagunitas, Dogfish
Head, Smuttynose, Sam Adams, Allagash, and Naked Flock Hard Cider. Get your groove on at the
Silent Disco tent, where visitors don headphones and dance like no one is watching. Experience it all
at on Saturday, September 19, at Riverfront Park in Beacon. Americaontap.com.
SACRED EARTH FESTIVAL Reawaken the sacred at Bowdoin Park in Wappingers Falls. Bonfires,
drum circles, chanting, yoga, Reiki, and Native America traditions provide attendees with the means
to reconnect with the earth. The festival focuses on ecospirituality, which brings t the D’Amby Project
will be scattered throughout the festival’s four hours. The Sacred Earth Festival starts at 12pm on
September 6. All funds raised will benefit the work of the Green Brain Initiative in poverty alleviation,
environmental conservation, and sustainability. (845) 849-2205; Priyacomm.com.

For comprehensive calendar listings visit Chronogram.com/events.
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redesign, we have preserved eight to 10 curated previews about the
most interesting events of the upcoming month. And we’ve shifted the
calendar completely to our website, where it can be comprehensive,
paired with audio/video, and user-generated. Ultimately, we more
than tripled the events receiving feature treatment in the print version
while also achieving a better-looking magazine.

Staying Relevant
When Chronogram started in 1993, there were no smartphones;
computers were still relatively expensive for casual use; and most
online experiences consisted of message boards and the iconic
“You’ve got mail” ding. Print was where you got your information.
These days, digital is print’s parallel universe, and Chronogram
lives in both.
Our readers want to engage with us on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter. Our print version is digitally aware, and we extend the
content we’re presenting on the page to our stories online, adding
more photos, audio, video, and resource links that don’t fit in the
magazine. For the redesign, we made sure that this complementary
relationship between print and website persists.
One of the most satisfying things about the Chronogram redesign is
that it wasn’t a last-ditch effort to rescue a failing publication. It was
a way to give an appreciative audience more of what they love in a
smarter and more beautiful container. Highlighting what is good is
one of Chronogram’s strongest characteristics, and we brought that
attitude to our work on its latest incarnation.
David Clark Perry is the creative director of Chronogram and provided
art direction for this article. Brian K. Mahoney is the editorial director
of Luminary Media. Connect at tinyurl.com/linkedin-perry and
tinyurl.com/linkedin-mahoney.
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